
A N S H U M A N  U  S H A S T R Y

HE weather forecast had 
promised a typically over-
cast Wednesday with little 
more than a stray drizzle. 
A grey sky was hardly a 
reason to stay indoors, so 
we set out for a day of  
high-altitude history and 
monolithic landscapes,  

beginning with Namada Chilume be-
fore taking on the fort at Madhugiri 
and ending at Sira in Tumakuru.

Instead of  taking the usual turn to-
wards Dabaspete from the Bengalu-
ru-Tumakuru highway, we continued 
towards Tumakuru, adding about 10 
km to the journey and stopped for 
breakfast at Siddaganga Hotel on Be-
lagumba Road. A plate of  steaming 
idli and a masala vada later, we were 
back on the road towards SH94.

The route took us through the 
green Devarayanadurga forest land-
scape, a refreshing change from the 

highway. Namada Chilume, a natu-
ral spring traditionally as-
sociated with Lord Rama, 

lies within this forested re-
gion and is also recognised 

as a nearby attraction by 
Karnataka Tourism.

We reached at around 8am, 
paid the `20 entry fee and 

walked towards the spring. The 
Karnataka Forest Department 

maintains the area, including a 
deer enclosure and a medicinal 

plant section. The spring emerges 
from a small opening in the rock 

and is associated with a local Ramay-
ana legend. According to the be-
lief, Rama needed water to 
apply a nama to 
his forehead and 
shot an arrow 
into the rock 
when none was 
available, creat-
ing the spring. 
The name 
N a m a d a 
Chilume re-
fers to this 
association 
with the tilak 
or nama.

We took a sip of  the cool spring wa-
ter before wandering around the en-
closure. Deer moved quietly beneath 
the trees, making the stop feel far re-
moved from the bustle of  Bengaluru. 
It was a calm beginning to a day that 
w o u l d  s o o n  b e c o m e  
considerably more strenuous.

About 40 km away, Madhugiri rose 
sharply from the surrounding plains. 
The hill is regarded as Asia’s second-
largest monolithic rock and reaches 
about 1,200 metres above sea level. 
The fort was built during the Vijay-
anagara period and was later forti-
fied by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan.

The climb began gently but soon 
turned into a scramble up the ex-
posed granite. Instead of  convention-
al steps, sections of  the route use 
carved footholds and iron railings. 
On a sunny day, the rock would have 
made the ascent much harder, but the 
cloud cover kept the temperature 
comfortable and a steady breeze fol-
lowed us upwards. 

As we climbed through successive 
gateways, the remains of  bastions, 
fort walls and water tanks appeared at 
different levels. At the top, we sat for 
a few minutes with the Tumakuru 
countryside spread below us.  We 
spent a little over four hours on the 
fort including breaks.

After lunch at Shanti Sagar near 
Madhugiri bus stand, we rode another 
35 km to Sira. The landscape flattened 
out and the character of  the fort 
changed completely. Sira Fort traces 
its origins to Kasturi Rangappa Nay-
aka, a Vijayanagara-era ruler and the 
town later became the capital of  the 
Mughal province of  Sira. We walked 
along its weathered ramparts, gate-

ways and moat, imagining Sira as 
the important administrative 

and trading centre it once 
was. By the time we left, 

the sky had turned or-
ange over Tumaku-

ru. What had be-
gun as a grey 
Wednesday had 
made for a full 
day of  springs, 

forests, rock fac-
es and forgotten 

forts.

The A day trip from Bengaluru takes in a forest spring at 
Namada Chilume, a steep climb to Madhugiri Fort 
and the historic ruins of Sira... 

IHCL’s Ginger Guwahati, 
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The Fern Broad Bean 
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NAMADA 
CHILUME  
Where legend  

meets the forest

Tucked inside the green 
Devarayanadurga forest 

landscape, Namada Chilume is 
a natural spring steeped in 

Ramayana lore. According to 
local belief, Lord Rama 

needed water to apply a nama 
or tilak to his forehead. When 

none was available, he shot 
an arrow into the rock, 

creating the spring. Today, 
cool water emerges through a 

small opening in the granite. 
The surrounding forest adds 

to the tranquility, with a deer 
enclosure and medicinal plant 

section maintained by the
Karnataka Forest Department.

DIPR/3062/Tender/2026

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and 
downloading of e-tenders, please visit the websites www.tnpdcl.org, www.tenders.tn.gov.in,  
www.tntenders.gov.in

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

M 264 CE / MM Procurement of 11 KV AB Switch with Polymer PT Insulators

M 265 CE / MM Procurement of 22 KV AB Switch with Polymer PT Insulators

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION 

ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
e-mail -serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Le�er No. 5981 Date: 05.10.2026
1st Corrigendum

25001/1277/2627:   In con�nua�on to this office Bid Iden�fica�on 
NO.CCERWCSBD-Online-34/2026-27 invited vide this office No�ce No.5168, 
Dtd.07.09.2026, par�al modifica�on of NCB has been made as follows:-

Sl 
No

Item Time Schedule as per 
original NCB

Time Schedule as 
per Corrigendum 

no�ce
1 Availability of Tender 

online for bidding
10.09.2026 at 11.00AM 

to 07.10.2026 up to 
5.00 Pm

Extended up to 
30.10.2026 5.00 Pm

2 Date and Time of seek-
ing tender clarifica�on 

if any

06.10.2026 up to 2.00 
PM 

29.10.2026 up to 
2.00 PM

3 Date & Time of opening 
of tender (Technical Bid)

08.10.2026 at 11.00 
AM 

31.10.2026 at 11.00 
AM

4 Date & Time of opening 
of tender (Price Bid)

 Will be in�mated later 
on to the successful 

bidders

Will be in�mated 
later on to the suc-

cessful bidders
All other terms and condi�ons will remain unaltered

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer,
OIPR- 25001/25182/1/26-27/0075 RW Circle, Sunabeda

e-mail: eephbhpt@gmail.com
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,  
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, BHABANIPATANA

Parmanandpur, Railway Station Road, Bhabanipatana, Dist: Kalahandi, PIN -766002 
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Identification No. SEPHD-BHPT - 41 of 2026-27 / Dt. 03.10.2026
e-Procurement Notice

01 Name of the Work : 1 no Work.
02 Type of Bid : Double Bid System
03 Estimated Cost : Rs. 218.47 lakhs
04 Period of Completion : 06 (Six) Calendar Months
05 Date & Time of availability of bid 

document in the portal
: From 11.00 AM of dt.09.10.2026 to 5.00 PM

of 23.10.2026
06 Last date / time of receipt of bids 

in the portal
: 5.00 PM of 23.10.2026

07 Date & Time of opening of techni-
cal bids

: At 11.30 AM of 26.10.2026

08 Name and Address of the  
Officer Inviting Bid

: Additional Chief Engineer, P.H. Division, Bha-
banipatana, Railway Station Road, At/Po- Par-
manandpur, 766002, Dist- Kalahandi.

Further details can be seen from the website http://tenders.ori.nic.in or www.tendersorissa.gov.in
        Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer, 

OIPR- 13001/13059/1/26-27/0008 P.H. Division, Bhabanipatana

13001/2091/2627


